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THE RECORDS MUTILATED

-—
SERIOUS COMPLICATIONS FROM THE
CNANGE OF ONE FIGUUKE.

EXTENSIVE TANNERY LN SULLIFAN COUNTY
INVOLVED—TIHE DISCOVERY MADE AT
AN EXAMINATION OF THE COUNTY RE-
QORDS—A BANZ PRESSING ITS OLAIMA

From the Times,

Moxriogiro, N. Y., Nov. 17.—The first
aleps in litigation on the fioal issue of
which depends the existence of one of the
most extensive sole-lenther tanneries in the
United States have been taken in this
county. In 1856 the greater part of the
towns of Rockland and Neversink, in this
county was an uobroken wilderness. They
were in what was koown as the Harden-
burgh Patent. Great lot, Noe. 4a0d 5 of
the patent, originally belonged to Peter
Fanueil of Boston.  He sold them prior to
the Revolution to Elias Desbrosees of Now
York, it is said to obtain money to erect
Fanucil Hall. A descendant of Desbrosses
named John Hunt, jr., owned a large por-
tion of the tract in 1836 At that time
Stoddard Hammond and James Benedict
| made a contract with Johm Hunter, by
which they were to have the right to ali
the bark on 35,000 acres of laad for thirty
;| years from the 1st of January, 1857, pay-

ing for it 50 cents a cord, and stipulating
to peel at least 22,000 cords a year,

On the sirength of this contract they
ipvested §70,000 in patting up s sole-
leather tannery, and founded a business
. | that has transformed that section into one
of the most productive in Bullivan county.
The mooey now invested in the tannery
must be at least $160,000, and its capacity

bout 100,000 sides of leather a yesr.

Nurly 1,000 s d.zin their s
from this Elhﬁl- ot
In 1874 the Ceuml Nninml Bnk of
d‘g ted a claim for §800 to Stod
ﬁmmond, he baving become the luh
roprietor of the Debrucs tacnery in I.!M.
e cleim was for bark peeled by Ham-
mond on land claimed by thebank. Hold-
ing a duly-executed contract for all the
sy buk on the 85,000 acres, Hammond, of
ld urse, paid no attention to the claim, ex-
eeytwinlom the bank of the nature of
the title he held. 'T'o this the bank made
reply that, according to the'county records,
the contract bad expired in May, 181’3, and
proceediogs were Legun to ve

d
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recover from
the smount of the claim. Ham-
mond engeged Gen. A. C. Niven, and the
General examined the mnni,ud found
that the contract, s entered in the Oonnly
Clerk's office, gave Hammond the
the bark fnr “ fifteen years an 1
months from the first day of January,
" 1 ." This established the bank’s claim
- | at ol
56 A.cloureumln:ﬁm, however, revealed
he | the fact, ammdln‘tolhaevldeu!un-
ru.lwhu-w the record, that the original
hul read *from the 1st of Ju:mwy
2 1 " and thal, the second
. o | been sltered into a 5. Gen. Hiun llllu:led.
or | the Ceunty Clerk to change tke 5 back to
an 8. The Clerk did this, and made a
margioal pote of the fact. The baok
pressed its claim against Hi and
:hu:ﬁu Las just been tried before Justice
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'be change that Gen. Niven directed the
County Clerk to make in the record was
Lo | fatal to his clieat in two ways—it 51!‘
Ly, | all direct evidence of the alleged mu:

'm. | tion, while it romained an unguestioned

mutilation on the part of the dofence. A
new trial is to be asked for, evidence
ect | that will place the original ‘mutilation be-
hat | yood qmb{smllhh“ haenh:bulmd Ir l{a.lz

proves Lo o case, the proceedings t
e may follow e preseat liigaiion wiD be
of startling ioterest. If
a8y chnnged, a conepiracy to defrand Hm-
1an | mond must exist,
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