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ZOREO
flackiest Swordaman Alive™

SYNOPSIS

Diego is most skepticel of tha Jallbresk which pesrmitted the prisoper
Martinez o appear at the dinner in the guise of Zorro. And Honasterio knows
woll that the bot-headed Hartinez is a threat to hinm, for be woy at say tiae
toll that the Comandante had forced him to make the Zorro irpersomatioa.

Konasterio now conceives a schems which will at once rid him ¢f Martinez
and at the saxe time destroy Zorro. It will be znnounced that Martinez has
been shot dead in attempting to escape, md a coffin will be buried. Then
Martinez, once more dressed z3 Zorro, will make a pacriligious robbery of
the church, taking the Jeweled crown of the Virgin, amd disappear for good. .

Yariinez agrees. As Zorro he robs the statue of the jeweled crown, and
leaves & Z slashed on the altar. BHe kills a1 Indian who surprises him, 4nd
ovhers see the Zorro escape alter the terrible criwses,

A great bue and cry 1s ralsed against Zorro. Diego is sure Monasterio
is behind the plot. But bernmardo has told him he saw the burial of Martinez,
50 Diego cannot guess who is ibe murdereor. His problem is to find this ldller,
and o trap Monasterio into a confession,

He decides on the stolen Jewels as a prowmising gamdit, for testing Mon-
agteriols corplicity. As a dancer perforzs in the tavern, with Monasterio
present, Diego throws, along with the customary small coins, a diamond from
the Vega's own collsction. It of course thrills the dancer, but Diego notes
that it much disturbs Honasterio.

A3 rore pileces of rare jewelry are recovered, Monasterlo becowes panic-
stricken, e is sure the Turderer bas not kept his part of the bargain, and
i1s 5311 in town, and squandering bloocd-and sin-gtainod gexs.

Konasterio rides out to the deserted ranch wbere Martinez 1s in hiding,
Ad Dlego and Bernardo trail him,

Martiuez is certain that Monasterio has shown uwp to rurder bim and get
the jewels Tor himself, They quarrel., Then they whip out thelr swords.
Diegd, secving Martinez is about to win, and to escape, is forced 1o intervene.
He challenges Fartinez with his own sword.

With Fonasterio watching, Diego tries o look 25 inept with the blsde as
poasible, and at the same time keep from beipg k3lled. At last be blunders %o
+he edge of a cliff, and Martinez, lmgipg over ccnfidantly, fslls to his death.

I had luck, smiles Diego. But Honmasterio lmass that no e can be that

lucky. 3de sees clesrly that Diego and mo other can be the fabulous foncer, the
verrible Zorre., He orders his arrest. ’
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