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" The Fall of Monsstario

At the cuartel Honasterio outlines his certsinty that Diego is Zorro in
an exasperated third-degree, in which Diego lsughs off the suggestian tbat he
confess, ’

Al

This discussion is interrupted when Garcia brings the Capitan sn impor-
tant mesasge: the Viceroy, representing the King of Spain, is an his wxy to
los Angeles.

Mopasterio sees in this a crisis in Ks political life. EHe blames the
resistance of the hidalgos, and the famed actions of 2orro, for this royal N
visit of inspection.

The prisons are loaded with undesirable characters. There is unrest
anong the people. Just the same, Monasterio will give the Viceroy & joyous
reception and the view of a happy clty. Ee orders the prisoners freed, and
the people given free wine at the tavern.

Honasteric keeps only one prisoper still incarcerated: Ddiego. Far the
Capitan plans that for the grand climaxr of the Vicercy's recepticn he will
turn over to him e fabled Zorro himself.

Sverything works well, as the Viceroy, accorprnied by bkis exquisite
daughter Constancia, rolls into the pueble. Hezssterio explains away expertly
the derogatcery reports which have been sent to the capital. And he sparkles
vith charm for Constancia.

The official recepiion that night is colorful and happy. A1l 1s going
vell for the coumandanie. And the time comes for the great moment of his ixiusph.
He orders Diego t¢ e brought in; bouwd, and maskod and dressed as Zorro.

When Meaasteric rips off the zask, the Viceroy and Constancia give & shout
of surprise and joy, and fall on Dlego's neck. They are the best of friemds,
from Diesgo's schooldays in Spsin.

They excuse the comandante for a meent, Whan they ask hin back agaln,
¥cnasterlo details kis proof that the masked {igure brought to than is absolutely
identifiable as Zorro. t whan bhe twces the mask off the wman again, it is
not Diego there, tut one of Yonasteriol!s own lancers.

Amid the general laughter, Mopasterio loses his gelf-conirol. Ha chellenges
Diego to a duel.

Diego parries his attack wdth appsreat awkwsrdness md difficulty. Then
he gives up tiis prelence, and duels with Fonasterio with bis grest sidll, so
tbat the Viceroy, alarmd lest he should kill the soldier, begs hiz to stop.

Diego putls vp his sword, and findsibe capitsn has kept his own in bhand,
aand now pressrs the point of 1t wpon Dlego's nock.

At 1hat »omet coms shouta and alarm, 2s Tornado and Zorro ride wildly

SINCPSIS

into the plaza. He rides uwp to the doorway of the tavern, hurls in a rock
with & message.

. The Viceroy bas sesn the great outlaw with his owa eyes, and still the
hapless comandante is babbling that mild young Diego is Zorro.

.Ee removes Honasterlo from his office as comardante, and since he has
ctudied the entire history of the recent troubles in the pueblo, he places
both Monasterio and Pina the lawyer under arrest.

- And be thrills Sergeant Garcla by placing him in temporary comzand at
tho pueble.

Bernardo, who has slipped back into the tavern after his svift casquerade
as Zorro, exchanges a smile witb Diego, 23 the deligbied sergeant declares a
holiday in the town in honor of his promotion.

A, Victeria
Cctoter 11, 1957
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