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Don Alejandro and Doa Nacho Torres, by srradgement with the governor,
bave swrendered themselves to the Copitan on his accussztion of their trea-
son, and Judge Vasca is expected frenm the capital to conduct the trial pext
merning. Diego, viaiting his father snd his friend, finds them in splendid
spirits, for they xnow tbe Julge to be honest, and therefore Monasterio will
be finally discredited, and the days of injustice over,

Honasterio, in his office, fears exactly the saxe thing., He schemes with
his crooked lcenciado to find a means to prevent Judge Vesca from appearing
in court. If tre Judge can be delayed, Pina will be appointed to conduct the
trizl. And he cau quickly and swmmarily ordor the hidalgos to be put to death.

Therefore Monasterio senas Sergeant Garcia and a few of his men to an
inn where Judge Vasca is to stop, with orders to delay him at all costs.

Yhen the sergeant X arns that the Judge is a great lover of food ami wine,
he conceives a splendid plan. He has a great banquet made ready, with pretty
maids to serve it. Judge Vasca responds happily to tbese amenitices.

Now Diego, with Eernardo, because he has foreseen just such a gambit,
arrives also al the inn, secretly.

As the evening wears on an cating contest develops between the sergeant
and the Judge. With a prodigious performance the judge wins it. Then he would
be ¢n his way. Garcia drugs onc of the judge’s drinks, and he falls wnconcious,

When the judge gropgily awaxes, Garcia, pretending he 4s putting hin into
his carriage, puts him to bed. DBelieving he is en route to the trial, the judge
sloeps.

Carcia, outside the room, is amazed to hoar the judge call him, Be enters
the room, with atill another doped drink. He find himself confronted by Zorro,
who bas imit:ted the Judge's voice. At swordpoint Zorro makes Garciz drink
the drugged wino.

Soon afterward, the sergeant is cead asleep in the bed, while the judge
rolls along the road in his coach to complete his jowmey,

Morning, and ihs defondants are brought to the large room winlch is to
serve as the courtrooi. Mosasterio annournces that Pina has been appointed
Judge to conduct the trial.

It 1s 2 terrifying tlow to Alejardro and Ignacio. And remorselessly
the venal licenciado rcpeats the charge and gets set to deliver the verdict
of puiliy.

He feels at that moment the sword of Zorro in kis back, and ke hears the
dread voice, though the outlaw 1s concealed by the drapes of the table. Zorra
tells the lawyer just whal verdict to give. Monasterio is astounded to heor
hic stooge say, "ot Galliy.”
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Now Judge Vasca arrives, disheveled but wije-awake. And Honasterio
makes the best of a bad deal by oilily telling the judge that he had ordered
the "not guilty™ verdict.

And now poor Qarcia, wearing a serape aboit his waist in llea of hie
uniform, rushes in with tbhe belated news of Zorro's kidnapping of the judge.

VWhen he seca the Judge in question sitting there in front of his ayes,

Garcia gulps, and backs away. :
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